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and our final assembling of five huge aëroplanes at the camp atop
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winters had accustomed us to rigors of this sort. The barrier
camp was semipermanent, and destined to be a storage
cache for gasoline, provisions, dynamite, and other supplies.
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Wireless reports have spoken of the breathtaking, four-hour,
nonstop flight of our squadron on November 21st over the
lofty shelf ice, with vast peaks rising on the west, and the
unfathomed silences echoing to the sound of our engines.

Wind troubled us only moderately, and our radio compasses
helped us through the one opaque fog we encountered.
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When the vast rise loomed ahead, between Latitudes 83°
and 84°, we knew we had reached Beardmore Glacier, the
largest valley glacier in the world, and that the frozen sea
was now giving place to a frowning and mountainous coast
line.
At last we were truly entering the white, æon-dead world of
the ultimate south. Even as we realized it we saw the peak
of Mt. Nansen in the eastern distance, towering up to its
height of almost fifteen thousand feet.
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The successful establishment of the southern base above the
glacier in Latitude 86° 7´, East Longitude 174° 23´, and
the phenomenally rapid and effective borings and blastings
made at various points reached by our sledge trips and short
aëroplane flights, are matters of history;

as is the arduous and triumphant ascent of Mt. Nansen
by Pabodie and two of the graduate students–Gedney and
Carroll–on December 13th to 15th.
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We were some eight thousand five hundred feet above sea-level. When experimental drillings revealed solid ground only twelve
feet down through the snow and ice at certain points, we made considerable use of the small melting apparatus and sunk bores

and performed dynamiting at many places, where no previous explorer had ever thought of securing mineral specimens.
The pre-Cambrian granites and beacon sandstones thus obtained confirmed our belief that this plateau was homogeneous, with

the great bulk of the continent to the west, but somewhat different from the parts lying eastward below South America–which we
then thought to form a separate and smaller continent divided from the larger one by a frozen junction of Ross and Weddell Seas,

though Byrd has since disproved the report.
In certain of the sandstones, dynamited and chiseled after boring revealed their nature, we found some highly interesting fossil

markings and fragments; notably ferns, seaweeds, trilobites, crinoids, and such mollusks as linguellæ and gastropods–all of which
seemed of real significance in connection with the region’s primordial history. There was also a queer triangular, striated marking,

about a foot in greatest diameter, which Lake pieced together from three fragments of slate brought up from a deep-blasted
aperture.

These fragments came from a point to the westward, near the Queen Alexandra Range; and Lake, as a biologist, seemed to find
their curious marking unusually puzzling and provocative, though to my geological eye it looked not unlike some of the ripple

effects reasonably common in the sedimentary rocks.
Since slate is no more than a metamorphic formation into which a sedimentary stratum is pressed, and since the pressure itself

produces odd distorting effects on any markings which may exist, I saw no reason for extreme wonder over the striated depression.


